Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 120 K; mean (C-C) = 0.015 Å; R factor = 0.046; wR factor = 0.111; data-to-parameter ratio = 23.0. metal-organic compounds m1300 Tadjarodi et al.
In the centrosymmetric dinuclear title compound, [Hg 2 Cl 4 (C 6 H 8 N 2 ) 2 ], the Hg II ion is four-coordinated by one pyridine N atom from a 2-amino-4-methylpyridine ligand, one terminal Cl atom and two bridging Cl atoms. A distorted tetrahedral geometry is formed around each Hg II ion. The crystal packing is stabilized by intra-and intermolecular N-HÁ Á ÁCl hydrogen bonding. There are alsostacking interactions in the structure, with centroid-to-centroid distances of 3.594 (6) Å .
Related literature
For a coordination compound of 2-amino-4-methylpyridine, see: Arab Ahmadi et al. (2011) . For proton-transfer compounds of 2-amino-4-methylpyridine, see: Gharbia et al. (2008) ; Choudhury et al. (2009); Das et al. (2010) ; Hemamalini & Fun (2010) ; Aghabozorg et al. (2011); Eshtiagh-Hosseini et al. (2010) . For mixed-ligand complexes of 2-amino-4-methylpyridine, see: Zhang et al. (2008) ; Castillo et al. (2001) ; Yenikaya et al. (2011) . For similar structures, see: Baul et al. (2004) . Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). (7) 3.380 (8) 146 (11) N2-H2AÁ Á ÁCl2 ii 0.87 (2) 2.68 (11) 3.379 (9) 139 (13) Symmetry codes: (i) Àx; Ày þ 1; Àz þ 2; (ii) x À 1 2 ; Ày þ 1; z À 1 2 .
Experimental
Data collection: X-AREA (Stoe & Cie, 2005); cell refinement: X-AREA; data reduction: X-AREA; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 for Windows (Farrugia, 1997) ; software used to prepare material for publication: WinGX (Farrugia, 1999) .
Figure 1
The molecular structure of [Hg 2 (C 6 H 8 N 2 ) 2 Cl 4 ] with displacement ellipsoids drawn at 30% probability level.
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Figure 2
The packing diagram of the title compound showing hydrogen bonding as blue dashed lines and π-π stacking.
Di-µ-chlorido-bis[(2-amino-4-methylpyridine)chloridomercury(II)]
Crystal data Refinement. Refinement of F 2 against ALL reflections. The weighted R-factor wR and goodness of fit S are based on F 2 , conventional R-factors R are based on F, with F set to zero for negative F 2 . The threshold expression of F 2 > σ(F 2 ) is used only for calculating R-factors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger.
Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (Å 2 ) N2-H2A···Cl2 ii 0.87 (2) 2.68 (11) 3.379 (9) 139 (13) 
